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t first I was skeprical. Much as |
love the Caribbean and much as it is sorely
in need of a new haute spot—especially one
with direct flights from New York that get
you there in time for lunch, not jet-lagged
in late afternoon—a $342 million Ritz-
Carlton resort in Puerto Rico sounded...
perhaps a tad over the top? In fact, some of
it seemed almost kitsch, as the marketing
team ticked off the highlights: treetop mas-
sage “rooms,” a $30,000-a-night pink villa
where Amelia Earhart overnighted before
disappearing in 1937 (and already booked
for New Year’s Eve by native daughter Jen-
nifer Lopez), airport-to-resort delivery via a
black Mercedes-Benz Sprinter (with enough
neon lights inside to be its own Vegas
casino—my description, not theirs) and 114
rooms with an entry price of $1,500 a night
in season—no kidding and no discounting,

Really?

“Please, darling, come and take a look,”
cooed the lovely young public relations
woman in charge of making sure that the
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1-2. The beach is steps away from
the suites, with bedrooms that
open onto porches. 3. Carolina

and Friedel Stubbe in their
art-filled home. 4. The resort’s
main pool. 5. Lounging by the
plunge pool of a standard room.
6. Sunning by a rooftop plunge
poaol. 7. Enjoying cocktails at
the Pasitivo Sand Bar. 8. The
soaking tub in a king suite.

9. The porte cochere arrival
area. 10. Servicing the main pool.
. Ambassadors of an
environment class studying a
reef located in front of Su Casa.

word got out. “I know you'll like it.”
So 1 did, last October, prior to its open-
ing in December. And you know whart? It is

Onaire Laurance Rockefeller
Beach as one of the Carib-

B0 feet out in the turquoise waters en-
that the ocean breaks “just so” and you
eednt worry about rough-and-tumble surf,
you'll thank him for such futuristic thinking,

The property had previously been a co-
conut and citrus plantation owned by Clara
Livingston, one of those adventure heiresses—
cum—pilots and a close friend of Amelia Ear-
hart. In fact it was Livingston who entertained
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Earhart in her big, pink hacienda the night
before she dis:lppcared. (Called Su Casa,
the house has been gorgeously refreshed as a
four-bedroom hacienda available at $30,000
a night.) Back then, Dorado Beach was the
ne plus ultra of swank for the Elizabeth Tay-
lors and Ava Gardners of the world. Bur, alas,
time and funky real estate developments were
not kind. Until five years ago, when a Puerto
Rico developer named Friedel Stubbe and the
New York—based Caribbean Property Group
bought Dorado for $150 million. Ritz-
Carlton Group was brought in to manage
the property, and the resort positioned itself
as the centerpiece of what will be a $1 billion
restoration of the entire 1,400 acres.

Every great resort needs a vision—and
deep pockets. Laurance Rockefeller had both.
So, too, does Friedel Stubbe, who is at the
diamond-hard center of Dorado Beach. The
G4-year-old Stubbe, who grew up in Puerto
Rico and attended Harvard Business School,
seems [0 epitomize a new and very savvy
Puerto Rico. Standing in the middle of his
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Residential property is an
important part of the new
Doradeo Beach, with the
first 13 residences priced
upwards of $7.5 million
each already having been
sold. Dorado is banking
on the fact that Puerto
Rico recently introduced
incentives—like de-
creased property taxes
for the first ten years—to
stimulate investment,
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1. Mi Casa chef José Andrés.
2. A customized foosball

table in the bar at Mi Casa.
3. The arrival pavilion.

4. A chic corner of the bar.
5. The entrance to Spa
Boténico. &. Outdoor dining
at Mi Casa. 7. A tree-house
platform for massages.
8. Tuna aranitas, a combin-
ation of tuna, plantains,

tamarind and wasabi.
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artfully decorated living room, five minutes
from the hotel itself, Stubbe is—like Rock-
efeller before him—a serious collector of
modernist art and design, most of it acquired
through the impeccable eye of his 46-year-
old Venezuelan wife, Carolina. Together
they've made sexy, cool, crazy contemporary
art, like a tailor-made Kiki Smith piece in the
guest rooms, a hallmark of the new Dorado.

Stubbe’s grandparents settled here as farm-
ers from Germany, burt Friedel himself made
his reputation and fortune through real es-
tate. He's also deeply involved in the cultural
and social fabric of the country. “If you want
a great community, you need great education
and great health care, and up undl now we
haven't had that,” says Stubbe, who's devel-
oping a 160-bed Johns Hopkins hospital
with Goldman Sachs and was instrumental
in bringing the American School in Swit-
zerland to these parts. Puerto Rico, he says,
has so much to offer, so much more than the
stereotypes of West Side Story. “It’s filled with
incredible culture, people and landscapes.
The sports here, from kayaking and kite surf-
ing to golf and horseback riding, are on par
with any place in the world. And we've tried
to take advantage of all that.” With Dorado,
Stubbe hopes to position his country as a lux-
ury destination, something he admits hasn't
been part of the equation of late.

ith the Caribbean Property Group and
itz-Carlton as his partners, he may well suc-
ceed. So far it seems to be working. A few
changes along the way—Daniel Boulud was
to have been the original chef, bur is now
the hot Barcelonan José Andrés, who's be-
hind The Bazaar in L.A., Miami and D.C.
and seems perfectly in wne with the direc-
tion of the brand. The hotel itself is a knock-
out, with 100 rooms and 14 suites, right on
the beach. In fact, the beach is just outside
your room—so, too, are landscaped lawns
and individual infinity pools. There’s a bit
of Aman Resorts minimalism going on here,
and combined with a native razzle-dazzle, it
works. Would I have preferred the rooms be
built as stand-alones at $1,500 a night? Yes,
but even so, they have the intimacy of indi-
vidual apartments. The Reserve brand from
Ritz-Carlton, of which Dorado is the flagship
in North America, will eventually include
20 high-end resorts. Right now there is only
Dorado and a property in Krabi, Thailand

(Phulay Bay, which CONTINUED ON PAGE 212 o
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we featured in The New Asia lssue, October
2011). Next up is the refreshment of Cerro-
mar, an unfortunate blight on the otherwise
Eden-like property. Buile in the 1970s and
far less luxurious, it was meant as a compan-
ion picce to Dorado. The concept never really
worked and the place sits sadly neglected.

hen T visited in October,
before the arrival of the first
“real” guests, finishing touches
were still being added. The grounds
were a mess—what with 1,000 employees
working around the clock—bur even then
you could see the future. For starters, there
are four gorgeous golf courses, of which Rob-
ert Trent Jones Sr. designed East and West.
Spa Botinico was shaping up as a pioneer in
the field—five acres of lush gardens, walk-
ways, litde bubbling pools, a boutique with
everything imaginable to smear, moisturize,
detox, exfoliate and beautify yourself, as well
as massage platforms perched high in the
trees. Imagine the Swiss Family Robinson as
one percenters and you get the point.

José Andrés was still perfecting the menu
for the restaurant, Mi Casa, emphasizing
freshly caught seafood, small dishes and
brand-new cxperimental cooking, all in-
spired by his signature contemporary Iberian
touches but also reflecting the tastes and pro-
duce of Puerto Rico. Then again, anything
you could possibly want is available on a
customized basis—from the ordinary to the
not-so-ordinary. One night our party had a
craving for roasted suckling pig, black beans
and rice. No problem; it was delivered to Su
Casa, where we were staying, along with all
the other elements of an authentic Puerto Ri-
can picnic-cum-banquer. Even withour the
knives and forks in place, the kirchen and Mi
Casa dining room were dazzling, designed in
a rotally modern vernacular with verve and
wit by architect Juli Capella, a close friend of
Andrés’s and a native Barcelonan as well.

Fashion icon and Vague contributing editor
Candy Prats Price, who is also Puerto Rican,
recently flew down for the weckend with her
husband, Chuck Price, to see what all the fuss
was about. Price, whose brother and nephew
live 30 minutes away from Dorado, in San
Juan, gushes, “Dorado has enough chic that
I say, "Skip St. Barths this season.”” —R.D.S.

For reservations, call 787-626-1100 or go to
ritzcarlton.com.
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CONTENTS PAGE 37 Brioni jacket at brionicom.
Ermenegildo Zegna cardigan and pants at zegna.com
Tom Ford slippers at Tam Ford, 212-359-0300. Parmi-
giani Fleurier watch at Cellini Jewelers, B0O0-235-5464,
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Bottega Veneta jacket, shirt and dress at bottega
venetacom. Brioni silk-knit bow tie at brionicom
Gueei pants at gucci.com. Tom Ford shoes at Tom
Ford, 212-359-0300. Ralph Lauren Timepieces watch
at ralphlaurenwatches.com. New York Vintage vest at
New York Vintage Inc, 212-647-107. Manolo Blahnik
shoes at Manclo Blahnik, 212-5682-3007. LFrank Jewelry
ring at LFrank Jewelry, 310-452-0771. De Vera bracelet
at deveracbjects.com. Fred Leighton brooch at Fred
Leighton, 212-288-1872. PAGE 182-183 Ralph Lauren

Black Label suit at Ralph Lauren, 888-475-7674. Burberry

Prorsum shirt at burberry.com. Burberry London tie
at burberrycom. hook+ALBERT flower at hookand
albert.com. Ralph Lauren Timepieces Slim Classique
white-gold guilloché watch, $18,000, at ralphlauren
watches.com. Dier dress and shorts at Dior, Bo0-929-
3447, Cathy Waterman cuff at Barneys New York,
barnoys.com. Buccellati cuff at Buccellati. 212-308
2000. Hermés Carré en Cravates Soie-Cool silk and
calfskin bag, $2,050, at hermes.com. PAGE 184-185
Tom Ford cocktail jacket at Tom Ford. Berluti palo at
Berluti, 212-439-6400. Standen scarf at The Webstor
Miami, 305-673-5548. Gueel pants at gucci.com. Piaget
watch at piagetcom. Michael Kors gown at michael
kors.com. Bueeellati ring at Buccellati. PAGE 186-187
Giambattista Valli jacket at Bergdorf Goodman,
bergdorfgocdmancom. Michael Kors pants at michael
kors.com. Manolo Blahnik shoes at Neiman Marcus,
800-937-9146. Hermés bag at hermes.com. Cartier
bracelet at cartiercom. Buccellati ring at Buccellati,
Cathy Waterman gold, platinum and diamond cuff,
price upon request, at Barneys New York, Giorgio
Armani jacket and vest at armanicom. Salvatore Fer-
ragamo sweatar at Salvatore Ferragamo, B00-628-8916
Brunelle Cucinelli pants and pocket square at Brunella
Cucinelli, 970-544-0600. Breguet watch at breguet
com. PAGE 188-189 Burberry Prorsum coat at burberry
com, Prada bag at prada.com. Carclina Herrara
organza tunic, price upon request, at Caralina Herrera,
2122496552, Brioni jackot at brionicom, Ermenegilde
Zegna sweater and pants at zegna.com, Tom Ford
shoas at Tom Ford, Parmigiani Fleurier watch at Cellini
Jewelers, BOO-235-5464.

SUN KISSED PAGE 206 Paloma Picasso for Tif-
fany & Co. Paloma's Olive Leaf ring at Tiffany & Co.
B00-843-3269. Yan Cleef & Arpels Heket necklace and
earrings at Van Cleef & Arpels, 877-826-2533. Marina B
Onda Creissant earrings at marinab.com. Irene
Neuwirth earrings at Jeffray New York, 212-2061272
PAGE 207 Harry Winston ring at Harry Winston,
B800-488.410. H.Stern Spring bracelet at H.5tern,
12-655-3910. Tito Pedrini Amandina ring st tito
pediinicom. PAGE 208 James de Givenchy for Taffin
pendant at Talfin, 212-421-6222. Paclo Costagli bracelet
at Paclo Costagli, 12-974-9360. Bottega Veneta
nocklace at Bottega Veneta, 212-371-551. PAGE 209
Silvia Furmanevich cuff at silviafurmanovich.com.be.
Roberto Coin Spring ring at Roberte Coin, 800-853-
5958, Sidney Garber Pretty in Pink earrings at Sidney
Garber, 312-944-5225. PAGE 210 Marie-Héléne de
Taillac rings and bracelet at Marie-Héléne de Taillac,
212-249-2397. Pomellato Veleno ring at Pomellato,
800-254-6020. PAGE 211 Chopard Copacabana ring at
Chopard, 800-246-7273. De Grisogono Sensuale ring
at De Grisogono, 212-439-4220. H.Stern ring at H.Stern,
Mikimota Empress ring at mikimatoamedica.com
Leviev ring at Leviev, 212-763-5300. Yerdura Spiral Shell
earclips at Verdura, 212-756-3388. FD Gallery necklaces
at FD Gallery, 292.772.2440. David Yurman Chatelaine
earrings at David Yurman, 212-752-4255. Bulgari Flora
ring at Bulgari, B00-285-4274.
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